The letter provoked a lively and controversial correspondence,
which ran for some ten days in the columns of The Times. Spender
received considerable support, but among those who dissented
from his views were such varied personalities as Lord Cecil, Lady
Violet Bonham-Carter and A. G. Gardiner. In a further letter he
replied to the charge that he had singled out for criticism one sen-
tence in a long speech by Sir Archibald Sinclair by observing that
"it is just these 'one sentences* that go round the world5*. He might
have added, as evidence of that, that a newspaper cutting which he
had before him when he wrote his original letter bore the heading
''Sinclair Attacks Premier".

Less than two months later Britain was once more at wax with.
Germany. Political hatchets were buried, and again, as in 1914,
it was the soldiers rather than the politicians who took charge of
foreign affairs.

CHAPTER XII
AUTHORSHIP

JOURNALIST though Spender was for most of his life, he turned in
his later years to more enduring work, and thanks to a remarkable
diligence in production set to his credit a number of notable volum.es>
destined, like the Lives of CampbeE-Bannerman and Asquith, to
remain permanently the accepted authorities on the subjects with
which they deal, as well as some others devoted avowedly
rather to the passing occasion. Actually his first published work
appeared in 1892* just before he began his association with the
Westminster, and his last two years after Ms death., but during 'his
twenty-nine years on the evening Westminster he wrote no books at
all. An editor with a paper to produce six times a week has Htde
leisure for anything but the daily round.

The first of the score of books which bear Spender's name>
The State and Pensions in Old Age, has already been mentioned.
Produced while the writer was living at Toynbee Hall, it was one
of the best examples of the kind of serious sockl investigation
residents at Toynbee Hall have been steadily undertaking in the last
fifty years, from Bamett's time to Mallon's. The question of pensions
had SO' far been little explored, and Spender showed great industry
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